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Farmer’s Opinions Relating to Parachute Rice planting Technology
in Fang District, Chiang Mai Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study 1) economic and social fundamental
state of farmers who were promoted to use parachute rice planting technology in Fang
District, Chiang Mai Province; 2) to study the farmer’s opinions on the promotion to use
parachute rice planting technology; 3) to study the farmer’s opinions on the complication of
parachute rice planting technology; and 4) to study the farmer’s opinions on problems and
obstruction of the promotion to use parachute rice planting technology and the solutions to
the problems.

The population in this study were farmers in Fang District, Chiang Mai Province
who were promoted to use parachute rice planting technology in 2010-2011, and were in the
list of the farmers who participated in the promoted project set by Wiang Fang Sub-District
Municipality and Mae-kha Sub-District Administration Organization. The samples were
selected from the mentioned farmers, 130 persons altogether. The data were analyzed by
instant computer programs, evaluated, and concluded.

The findings of this study were as follows: 1) Most of the studied farmers were
male. Almost half of them were 51-60 years old, with average age at 50.90 years. Most of
them were married. Slightly more than two-thirds of them were educated at primary level.
The average quantity of members of their family was 3.75 persons. Most of them were a
member and client of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Co-Operative. More than half
of the farmer, the farming occupation is the main income. The farmers use their own funds
mainly in farming and the balance funded by loan from Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Co-Operative. Slightly more than two-third of the farmers, they have the land for farming
about 6-10 rai, there for average land for farming 10.71rai. 2) Considering the farmer’s
opinions on the promotion to use parachute rice planting technology, it was found that their
opinions were generally at much level, while the level of their opinions was at much level.
Their opinions on the officials of the project were at the most level and their opinions on the
profits they gained/would gain were at much level. 3) Considering the farmer’s opinions on
the complication of parachute rice planting technology, they generally thought that it was
complicated at medium level. And 4) considering the farmer’s opinions on problems and
obstruction of the promotion to use parachute rice planting technology and the solutions to
the problems, it was found that their main problems at the most level were the soil cultivation
for cultivating seedlings in tray in the process of seedling cultivation and the control of water
level in their rice field to be suitable for the parachute rice planting. More than half of them
suggested that they should have used loose soil in seedling cultivation, avoided sandy soil,
and cultivated their soil in dry season because in the rainy season the soil would be moisten
by the rain and hard to make it dry. Almost all of them suggested that chemical substances
should have been applied to their rice field to eliminate Cherry Shellfish/pests 1 week before
parachuting/throwing seedlings onto their rice field and also applied the chemical substances
after parachuting seedlings periodically until the seedlings were strongly grown up.

Keywords: Opinion, Technology promotion, Parachute rice planting , Chiang Mai Province
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